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Bulletin for the Week of Sept 9 - 16, 2018
Sun – Sept 9
Sunday before the Elevation of the Holy Cross
9:00 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
No agape lunch - Coffee only
..3:30 pm Church gathering @ the Sieberts’ – Borden
(details under announcement #1)
Mon - Sept 10
10:00 am

Paraklesis @ the Funks’ (834 Ave J N.)

Thurs - Sept 13
6:30 pm Great Vespers, Litia/Artoklasia for the Elevation
of the Cross’ feast
Fri - Sept 14
9:00 am
10:00 am

Feast of the Elevation of the Cross
Orthros
Divine Liturgy
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Sat – Sept 15
5:45-6:45 pm

6:00 pm
7:00 pm

Confessions
Church School and Catechism classes start
Great Vespers

Sun – Sept 16 Sunday after the Holy Cross
9:00 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Agape Potluck lunch
Mon – Sept 17
10:00 am Paraklesis @ the Funks’ (834 Ave J N.)
5:15 pm Light House Dinner



REMINDERS / ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Sun - Sept 9
The Sieberts’ outdoor parish gathering at their home,
# 503 Tracksell Avenue, Borden.
➢ 3:30pm - Fellowship, canoeing, trampoline, and family
friendly group games
➢ 5:30pm - Supper
Provided - Chili in the outdoor cauldron,
Potluck -

buns, basic beverages & desserts

Salads & sides

Please come and feel free to bring guests!
2. Please contact Joan with names to include in the prayer list, for
the parish members and their immediate families.
The prayer lists for this week are:
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a) Prs. Liana, Ilene, Anne, Andrea, Neoma, Crystal, George &
Mary, George & Darlene, Victoria, Mervyn, Juliette,
Madeleine, Mariam, Gloria, Yvonne, Harriet, Arlene,
Mary, Shane, Adelle, Bruce, Shaeleigh, Hiet & Halid,
Girmay, Bethune, Berhane, Dimitri, Don, Amanda & Fritz,
Daryl, David, Joan, Jordan, Naomi, Nancy, Marian, Mary
& Luis, Sue, Loraine
b) Travelling: Rdr. David & Joan Dombowsky
c) Newly Departed:
Ephrem Shewchuk
3. Please remember to send your announcements to the
church’s email address - stvincentorthch@sasktel.net for
the weekly bulletins by Wednesdays ; AND for the
monthly calendars - by the 15th of each month.



LOOKING AHEAD
❖ Wednesday – September 19, PC meeting
❖ Thursday – Sept 20
6:30 pm Great Vespers leave-taking of the
Elevation of the Cross
❖ Teaching on ‘Offering’ and ‘Epiclesis’ switched to midOctober, instead of mid-September.
❖ Nov 16 -18 Advent Retreat with Fr. Paul Jaroslav at St.
Vincent Church during the Nativity Fast.
❖ Nov 30 - Dec 1 A retreat, as well, to which we’ve been invited,
will be taking place at Holy Resurrection Orthodox Church with
Fr. Michael Gillis.
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PASTORAL TEACHINGS, DIRECTIVES,
NOTES & SAYINGS
Dear in Christ, faithful of the St. Vincent Family;
St. Simeon the Stylite has introduced us to the New Year, as he
always does. His is a radical Christianity which, when we hear of
it for the first time, may produce skepticism and surprise, and
may make us wonder what relevance he has to us. Think of it,
living in a well, a stony cave and on a pillar. Below is his story.
St. Simeon Stylites, the Stylite & Elder
Commemorated September 1
Saint Simeon the Stylite was born in the
Cappadocian village of Sisan of Christian
parents, Sisotian and Martha. At thirteen years
of age he began to tend his father’s flock of
sheep. He devoted himself attentively and with
love to this, his first obedience.
Once, after he heard the Beatitudes in church, he was struck by
their profundity. Not trusting to his own immature judgment, he
turned therefore with his questions to an experienced Elder. The
Elder readily explained to the boy the meaning of what he had
heard. The seed fell on good soil, and it strengthened his resolve
to serve God.
When Simeon was eighteen, he received monastic tonsure and
devoted himself to feats of the strictest abstinence and unceasing
prayer. His zeal, beyond the strength of the other monastic
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brethren, so alarmed the Igumen that he told Simeon that to either
moderate his ascetic deeds or leave the monastery.
Saint Simeon then withdrew from the monastery and lived in an
empty well in the nearby mountains, where he was able to carry
out his austere struggles unhindered. After some time, angels
appeared in a dream to the Igumen, who commanded him to
bring back Simeon to the monastery.
The monk, however, did not long remain at the monastery. After
a short while he settled into a stony cave, situated not far from the
village of Galanissa, and he dwelt there for three years, all the
while perfecting himself in monastic feats. Once, he decided to
spend the entire forty days of Great Lent without food or drink.
With the help of God, the monk endured this strict fast. From that
time he abstained from food completely during the entire period
of the Great Lent, even from bread and water. For twenty days he
prayed while standing, and for twenty days while sitting, so as
not to permit the corporeal powers to relax.
A whole crowd of people began to throng to the place of his
efforts, wanting to receive healing from sickness and to hear a
word of Christian edification. Shunning worldly glory and
striving again to find his lost solitude, the monk chose a
previously unknown mode of asceticism. He went up a pillar six
to eight feet high, and settled upon it in a little cell, devoting
himself to intense prayer and fasting.
Reports of Saint Simeon reached the highest church hierarchy and
the imperial court. Patriarch Domninos II (441-448) of Antioch
visited the monk, celebrated Divine Liturgy on the pillar and
communed the ascetic with the Holy Mysteries.
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Elders living in the desert heard about Saint Simeon who had
chosen a new and strange form of ascetic striving. Wanting to test
the new ascetic and determine whether his extreme ascetic feats
were pleasing to God, they sent messengers to him, who in the
name of these desert fathers were to bid Saint Simeon to come
down from the pillar.
In the case of disobedience they were to forcibly drag him to the
ground. But if he was willing to submit, they were to leave him
on his pillar. Saint Simeon displayed complete obedience and
deep Christian humility. The monks told him to stay where he
was, asking God to be his helper.
Saint Simeon endured many temptations, and he invariably
gained the victory over them. He relied not on his own weak
powers, but on the Lord Himself, Who always came to help him.
The monk gradually increased the height of the pillar on which he
stood. His final pillar was 80 feet in height. Around him a double
wall was raised, which hindered the unruly crowd of people from
coming too close and disturbing his prayerful concentration.
Women, in general, were not permitted beyond the wall. The
saint did not make an exception even for his own mother, who
after long and unsuccessful searches finally succeeded in finding
her lost son. He would not see her, saying, “If we are worthy, we
shall see one another in the life to come”. Saint Martha submitted
to this, remaining at the foot of the pillar in silence and prayer,
where she finally died. Saint Simeon asked that her coffin be
brought to him. He reverently bid farewell to his dead mother,
and a joyful smile appeared on her face.
Saint Simeon spent 80 years in arduous monastic feats, 47 years of
which he stood upon the pillar. God granted him to accomplish
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in such unusual conditions an indeed apostolic service. Many
pagans accepted Baptism, struck by the moral staunchness and
bodily strength which the Lord bestowed upon His servant.
The first one to learn of the death of the saint was his close
disciple Anthony. Concerned that his teacher had not appeared to
the people for three days, he went up on the pillar and found the
dead body stooped over at prayer. Patriarch Martyrius of Antioch
performed the funeral before a huge throng of clergy and people.
They buried him near his pillar. At the place of his ascetic deeds,
Anthony established a monastery, upon which rested the special
blessing of Saint Simeon.
We pray to Saint Simeon for the return to the Church of those who
have forsaken Her or have been separated from Her.
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